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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT (EIA) FOR ESKOM’S NORTHERN KZN
STRENGTHENING PROJECT
MINUTES OF THE KEY STAKEHOLDER AND AUTHORITIES MEETING

Venue Mkhuze Ghost | 1y 10 07 September 2016 | Time 10HO0
Moutain Inn
Facilitator Bongi Shinga lt\)/l)llnutes PIEEIEE Motlagomang Mosina
Item Description
1 Welcome
Ms Shinga welcomed everyone to the meeting.
2 Introduction of the Project Team and Attendance
Ms Shinga gave a brief introduction of the project team members.
This was followed by a round of introductions.
The attendance register was circulated and is attached as Appendix A.
3 Purpose of the Meeting and Acceptance of Agenda
Ms Shinga mentioned that this is the third of the four Key Stakeholder and Authorities
Meetings for the first round of meetings in the Public Participation Process: Announcement
Phase. She mentioned that additional meetings such as Focus Group (FG) and Traditional
Council (TC) Meetings will be held in the future as part of the proceeding phases of the
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) process and indicated that a FG meeting can be
arranged for any group wishing to have one.
She furthermore encouraged the attendance and full participation in all meetings.
Ms Shinga indicated that the purpose of the Key Stakeholders and Authorities Meeting is to:
¢ Introduce the proposed project to stakeholders and initiate discussions as part of the EIA
process;
e Outline the environmental authorisation (EA) process that will be followed in undertaking
the EIA;
e Provide an opportunity for stakeholders to provide inputs in the EIA process; and
e Advise on the ongoing public consultation process, identification of issues and next
phases in the process.
The agenda was accepted without any changes.
4 Background, Description, Need, and Motivation of the Proposed Project
Mr Burger gave a technical presentation of the project and this included the following key
points:
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The Background and Description of the project;

The Need and Motivation of the project;

The Transmission Scope; and

The Distribution Scope.
'The Technical Presentation is attached as Appendix B.

Questions for Clarification
The floor was opened for questions and clarification and the following points where raised:

¢ Ms Holmes asked what will inform the final decision of the EA outcome and asked for
maps of the study area and detailed information of the proposed project.

Mr Burger pointed out that the Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA) reaches a
final decision based on the information made available to them subject to the compliance
of the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act 107 of 1998) (NEMA) 2014
Regulations and other relevant legal requirements, policies and guidelines. Such
information includes the following, amongst other things:

o The need and motivation of the project;

o The outcome of the Specialist Studies undertaken;

o The comments received from the I&APs; and

o The anticipated impacts and proposed mitigation measures as per the Final EIA
Report.

Ms Calmeyer mentioned that the Background Information Document (BID) is available
for Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) as hard copy and the soft copies can be
obtained from the NAKO ILISO website. The Draft Scoping Report will also be uploaded
to the website as soon as it is ready.

e Mr Senekal enquired of the feasibility of constructing the 400kV Transmission lines
underground.

Mr Vuledzani pointed out that it is possible to construct Transmission lines underground,
but involves the following constraints and factors to be considered:

oUnderground lines are costly to construct as opposed to overhead lines;

oThe behaviour of underground lines during a ground fault;

oThe significant associated environmental risks such as severe excavation and
insulating the lines with oil resulting in the risk of spillages which can contaminate
the ground.

e It was noted that the project team will consider the underground lines as a proposed

alternative.
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o Mr Senekal asked who was responsible for choosing the currently proposed corridors as
alternatives.
Mr Burger mentioned that it was both the environmental and technical team of the
project. Ms Calmeyer said that public consultation meetings as this are also meant for
the project team to acquire other alternatives proposed by the public that will be
considered by both the environmental and technical teams.
¢ Ms Holmes enquired if there’s a guarantee that there will be additional power lines on
the currently existing servitudes.
Mr Burger indicated that this is not guaranteed as it is only a proposed alternative.
6 Environmental Impact Assessment Process
Ms Calmeyer gave a presentation on the EIA Process which is currently on the Announcement
Phase of the Public Participating Process, the presentation included the following key points:
¢ Introduction and Description of an EIA Process;
e The composition of the Project Team;
¢ Public Participation Process(PPP);
e The Study Area,;
e The Alternatives; and
o Key Issues.
The Presentation is attached as Appendix C.
7 Discussion & Question Session

The floor was opened for discussions and questions. The following points were raised:

¢ Ms Holmes pointed out that although she is not anticipating that the construction of the
Iphiva Sub-station will impact the Zululand Rhino Reserve, she has concerns about the
significant negative impact the overhead Transmission lines from Iphiva 2 onto the N2
highway, running through the Eastern boundary of the Reserve and particularly the
elevation at the western boundary. She is representing the current 16 landowners of the
game reserve. The following was raised:

o The visual Impact on the lodges and intrusiveness of future developments particularly
at Iphivha 3;

o Direct Financial Impact due to Dis-investment, decreased land value eventually leading
to the closing down of the reserve and loss of jobs;

PAGE
30F5

ESKOM NORTHERN KZN STRENGTHENING EIA PROJECT SEPTEMBER 2016




Eskom Northern KZN Strengthening - 1600048

@) NAKO

ILISO

Item

Description

o

o O O

Impact on protected animals and birds species currently within the reserve, such as
wild dogs, rhinos and vultures;

Impact on the tourism and game farming;

Impact on Socio-economics; and

The risk to the safety of the staff during construction. She will not agree to be held
liable of any injury that may occur and will not allow any safety officer outsourced.

Mr Senekal raised a concern about the proposed construction of Normandie-Iphiva 2
powerlines integrated from the Normandie Substation as this will have the same impact
on his sugar cane field in Mkhuze as Holmes mentioned. He proposed that the Iphiva
substation be supplied from Duma Substation via Ubombo instead of Normandie.

Mr Senekal and Ms Holmes where invited to attend future site visits. A FG Meeting can
also be arranged with them and the game reserve landowners.

Ms Holmes asked for clarity on how the electricity network currently functions.

Mr Burger indicated that Eskom has only received the EA for the Duma Substation,
which has not been constructed yet. He further mentioned that Eskom proposes to
strengthen the supply of electricity in northern KZN. The northern KZN network is
currently fed at 132 kV by the Normandie Substation and the Impala Substation. The
major load centres are Pongola and the Makhatini Flats and high voltage drops are
experienced in the 132kV network as the demand increases.

Ms Holmes indicated that she understands the process and asked to be excused from
the meeting.

Mr Senekal enquired if Iphivha 1 and 3 will be connected.

Ms Calmeyer indicated that there are no plans to connect Iphiva 1 and 3 as they are
two of the three proposed areas where Iphiva substation can be constructed.

Mr Senekal pointed out that he lodged an appeal against the EA of the construction of
the Pongola-Candover 132 Kv powerlines and the appeal was upheld by DEA. He
mentioned that he doesn’t dispute the need for Eskom projects but will have a major
problem if the Normandie-Iphiva corridor is the same as the corridor that has
successfully been appealed.

Mr Thanya pointed out that in order to alleviate network constraints in northern KZN, it
is proposed that an Iphiva 400/132 kV Substation be introduced in the area to improve
the voltage in the areas without electricity.
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e Mr Vuledzani pointed out that shapefiles of the study area will be made available to Mr
Senekal and Ms Holmes.

e Mr Mpaaza is a member of Sibuyelekaya Trust that has land rights at Iphiva 3. They
have plans to use their land for agricultural purposes, and pointed out that he
appreciates the proposed project as the availability of electricity will directly benefit their
Trust. He asked for assistance confirming how the proposed project affected the
Trust’'s land and was assisted by Mr Banda.

8 The Way Forward
Ms Calmeyer mentioned the following points:

e The Draft Scoping Report comment period is scheduled to commence in November
2016;

e The Submission of the Final Scoping Report to the Department of Environmental
Affairs (DEA) is scheduled for February 2017;

e The Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) comment period is scheduled for October
2017;

e The submission of the Final EIR to DEA is scheduled for January 2018; and

o If all goes as anticipated, authorisation results should be in July 2018.

Ms Calmeyer indicated that all Interested and Affected Parties (I&APS) are invited to register
as stakeholders, forward their comments to and can obtain more information from Mr Joseph
Masilela as indicated on the BID that was handed out.
Ms Shinga mentioned that the next Key Stakeholder and Authorities Meeting will be the next
day on the 8" September 2016 at Hluhluwe Protea Hotel at 10:00.
It was mentioned that the final minutes of this meeting will be distributed to all attendees via e-
mail.

9 Closure

Ms Shinga thanked everyone for attending and participating.

The meeting was closed at 12:55.

PAGE
50F5

ESKOM NORTHERN KZN STRENGTHENING EIA PROJECT SEPTEMBER 2016




APPENDIX A:

Attendance Register




840 | 80-£0-010¢ 10 Z900004d-SIND
39vd 31va A3d ‘ON LNIWNO0Jd
00A3HSOL 2GS 910226  Xo0pieisibed N2> - 8v0009}\s100fold 91L02\sioefold\VIN
N eSS o

—

m w FRNEN .Gﬁ,«ur)d,.,vw s Iverizo e SO b B3 o ﬁCU\,/ W o=awg
. f»,.OJ % /zaof.tw - » :Twr\J».Vll.
INSOT c LOEALOESO ;
i‘ wJ— ﬂLnU+0, DT ﬂ./JJ)QAU,MwVHMIJJxU:ﬂW e rhne = PUm/)GC.J_Lu\UmﬂJ/O:ﬁ OCﬂ‘ ‘CONN e ('}
@(\% BZ°00'WO0Xs3 @ YXepueg 845 L€S 980 686€ G6€ L€0 c9¥8 e¥¥ €80 sbuipjoH woys3 epueg |uejoxX
e
z:00"amiysem @ ebuys 16uoq Sv/.2 €19 980 L LE8 €56 6.0 dnoin amiyye ebulys 1buog
. g
wr Gﬂ% wooosl|i@ buewobejow 9881 S99 ¢10 0060 589 ¢}0 ¥/81 L2l 8.0 OSIT1 OMVYN euisoy\ Buewobejop
7
wod-osl|i® wydasor 988} G99 ¢t0 0060 S89 20 G6€¢ S9G €80 OSI71 OMVYN eja|ise\ ydssop
3
N2>
— woorosl|i @Alial 9881 G99 ¢t0 0060 G89 ¢t0 /S}} G9S¥ ¢80 OSIT1 OMVN sahewe Auay
JUNLVNOIS BI/E] ON Xv4d ON 301440 ON INOHd 17130 NOISIAIQ / ANVAINOD JNVN
0EHZ L — O0HOL aw] uu| Urejunoly 1soyw) :2znyqn aoe|d 910g Jequieydss /0 aleq
dnouy aujdiasiq Ag uaye]
Jafewen Aa | uositadiieysn OIS OMVYN / Auedwon euisol Buewobeop semnuIy
108lolg Buiuayibuang
Buneapy senoyiny pue siepjoyayels Asy | ajuL Bunaspy [EIEN-NINZEMY] WISYLON §,0ysT pasodoid aup 10} i awep 199load

H31S1934 3ONVAN3LLY

OSITI

OMVN @@




7900004dd-SND

840¢ 80-€0-010¢ 10
JOvd 31va A3H ‘ON %ZMEDOLOD _
— o/ [ssss eI J&Q M&\% 7MY
. ) . ;
_ \\\ s> WO7S T (F LTS e %6 SCETH WeFST | g %
— /
[Py~ ! : =
/ )b .weu,EQu:N@\éQfg\.T (e el .wa 4 . :»MPQ /\nndts% /%\N‘-B.VB\,.
Y% b(7395h 730 P 8/ =W
oy 2brqiso\ Nl g Aprwnd
Aa’s — |655t605 20 WK TS| BS VW)
N/ Sg09n 1
7 e 2 - 5281 ) ,.
A TJU_J\MWS\N © VWaroy SRR 230 Vit )2
-V M0 1ol ump W 2 .
\%G % (@S,,\NQ ‘.\:040 - __— 9he 2L Q%Qu ot —RANS M (Mw?,wfm, o)
DuADMNIE
JUNLVYNOIS TVINE ON Xvd ON 301440 ON INOHd 1130 NOISIAIQ / ANVdINOD JNVN
OSI1l

ODIVN @




